
 
 

HEADLINES for Middle & Upper School                    April 2008 
 

Admissions 
Our remaining Student Visit Day this school year is Monday, May 5. This is an ideal time to encourage 
prospective students to spend the day attending classes, getting to know faculty and students, and having lunch 
in our Dining Hall. There is no better referral source than current parents in growing a strong and talented 
student body. The Admission Office appreciates every family’s participation in this community effort. Current 
Stuart Hall students are encouraged to bring a friend on Visit Day. Students should complete a “Bring a Friend 
to School” form (available at School), have a parent sign it, and return it by the date indicated. This advance 
notice helps ensure seating in classrooms and at lunch, and assures a suitable student host for visiting students. 
If you have any questions about re-enrollment, referrals or the financial aid process, please contact Dave Taibl, 
Assistant Head of School, at 540-885-0356 or dtaibl@stuart-hall.org. 
 
Alumnae/i Weekend 2008 
The Naming of Our Upper School 
On Saturday, April 12, at the Alumnae/I Weekend Luncheon, Mrs. George M. Cochran announced the naming 
of the Gray Upper School. The Upper School is named for the family of Senator Elmon T. Gray, long-time 
supporter of the School. Senator Gray met his wife, Pamela Burnside Gray, Class of 1944, when she was a 
student at Stuart Hall and the roommate of his sister, Flo Gray Tullidge, Class of 1945, who is a former 
president of the School’s Board of Trustees. Sen. and Mrs. Gray’s daughter, Kay, is a Stuart Hall graduate of 
the Class of 1968.  

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Senator and Mrs. Elmon (Pamela Burnside ‘44) Gray, Kay Gray ‘68, Thomas Tullidge and daughter, Liza 



Distinguished Alumna Award 2008  
The recipient of this award is chosen by Stuart Hall’s Alumnae/i Council. For her calm, insightful leadership 
as a Member of the Board of Governors and her unflagging support of Stuart Hall School, this year's award 
was given to Nan McVey, Class of 1958. Our gratitude and congratulations go to Nan. 

 

 
 

Left to Right: Margy Ann Wilson ‘58, Nan McLaughlin McVey ‘58, and Bev Bowie Awbrey ‘58 
 
Distinguished Honorary Alumna Award 2008  
The recipient of this award is also chosen by Stuart Hall’s Alumnae/i Council. For her loving care of students 
and her steadfast commitment to Stuart Hall School, this year's award was presented to Connie Davis, our 
School Nurse, by her dear friend, Pat Smith, former Stuart Hall School Librarian. Congratulations to Connie! 

 

   

   

   

   

Pat Smith and Connie Davis 

More than 300 people attended the events throughout the weekend. Current Stuart Hall students Holly 
Rasheed ‘11, Kelsey Speigner ‘08, Katherine Eastham ‘11, Emily Day ‘11, Nicole Alanko ‘12, and Erica 
Marrin ‘09 gave campus tours to alums and their families, and members of the School’s Upper School Chorus, 
Chamber Vocal Ensemble, and Orchestra performed. The weather was stunningly beautiful and so were all the 
smiling faces. It was truly a memorable and historic weekend with the naming of the Gray Upper School. We 
thank everyone who helped make this wonderful weekend happen: alums, parents, students, the School’s 
Board of Governors, faculty, staff, and the many friends of Stuart Hall School. 

The Arts at StuART Hall 
The Middle School Play, Cirque du Shakespeare 
May 2 and 3 at 7:00 p.m. in the King Theater 
The play consists entirely of pieces of Shakespeare’s plays reconstructed as a circus performance.  The show 
features love, hate, humor, poignancy, and absolute chaos.  Anyone who enjoys cartoons and/or Shakespeare 
should have a great time. Come and enjoy the chaos! 



Music News 
Be sure to mark your calendars—the Spring Concert is now April 22 at 7 p.m. and will include all US and 
MS performing ensembles. The Hunter McGuire Lower School will hold its annual Spring Sing on Thursday, 
May 29 at 7 p.m. 
 
Visual Art at StuART Hall 
During the month of April, the following Middle and Upper School art students have work on display at the 
Staunton Public Library: Nichole Mortensen, Catherine Hern, Sage Latane, Kristina Bergey, Bailey Hendren, 
Jaime Escanellas, Ju Ri Rhyu, Sun Wook Paik, Ji Min Lee, Casey Lowe, Annalise Kiser, Zach Young, 
Anatolia Hodson, So Young Choi, Frances Capaccio, Miles Huckaby, Lizzie Jongeward, Rachel Lee, Kelly 
Sheridan, and Grace Sheridan. 

 
Mary Baldwin College Interior Design Professor, Beth Young, will be visiting the Visual Art Emphasis class 
to teach the students the basics of interior design and scale drawing. In the four sessions she will be with 
students, she will guide them through a project. 
 
Remember, open studio is every Monday in the art room from 3:30 to 4:30 during marking period four. Upper 
School students are invited to come and create beautiful works of art! 

Co-curricular Life at STU 
It is acceptance time in College Counseling! Below are the college acceptances for our seniors as of April 16: 
 
Academy of Art University—San Francisco, American University, Appalachian State University, Arizona 
State University, Barnard College, Bridgewater College (3), Catholic University, Colby College, College of 
William & Mary, Davidson College, Eastern Mennonite University, Elon University, Emory & Henry College, 
Ferrum College, Fordham University (2), George Mason University (2), High Point University (2), Hollins 
University (2), James Madison University (6), Lynchburg College (2), Manhattan School of Music, Maryland 
Institute College of Art, Memphis College of Art, Meredith College, Merrimack College, Northeastern 
University, Old Dominion University (2), Purdue University (3), Roanoke College (2), Rochester Institute of 
Technology, Savannah College of Art & Design, Seton Hall University, St. Leo University, St. Vincent 
College, SUNY Albany, SUNY Buffalo (2), SUNY Stony Brook, Trinity College, University of Alabama, 
University of Illinois Urbana Champaign (2), University of Maryland, University of Mary Washington (2), 
University of Michigan, University of Pittsburgh, University of Rhode Island, University of Tampa, 
University of Virginia (3), University of Washington, University of Wisconsin, Virginia Commonwealth 
University, Virginia Tech, Warren Wilson College, and West Virginia University. 
 
Scholarships 
The College Counseling office is currently sock-less as scholarships as of April 16 total $1,506,104! Is that not 
an amazing figure? Doesn’t it knock your socks off? We are so proud of our seniors. They have worked hard 
and it shows.  

Traditions 
Junior-Senior Banquet 
The Junior Class (‘09) is actively preparing for the annual Junior-Senior Banquet to be held this Friday, 
April 18 at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel. Members of the class of 2009 have been working hard all year, 
providing concessions on weekends, selling Red/White T-shirts, carnations, and caramel apples to raise 
money for this event.  The Class of 2008 and their guests will be “toasted and roasted” at the fabulous, 
formal evening of dinner and entertainment. It will be a memorable evening. 



Sports at STU 
Sports Information 
Sports Week at a Glance on the school website can provide you with all the up-to-date sports information at 
STU. SWAAG is under News at STU and is updated weekly. There are also links to SWAAG on the Athletics 
home page and the Directions to Away Games page. SWAAG is the fastest way to find out when and where 
contests occur.  
 
National Student Athlete Day was April 6. Sponsored by the National Consortium for Academics and Sports, 
the National Federation of State High School Associations, Northeastern University's Sport in Society, and the 
National Collegiate Athletic Association, the day celebrates outstanding student-athletes who have achieved 
excellence in academics and athletics while making significant contributions to the community.  The following 
Stuart Hall students were recognized: Erica Dickey, Tori Botkin, October Edwards, David Keegan, Laurie 
Kraus, Robin Kresge, Erica Marrin, Sarah McGinnis, Jared Meadows, TD Miriello, Jack Shira, and Matthew 
Waalkes. 
 
Here are some interesting STU Sports stats. A little over two thirds of our student body has participated in a 
sport this year. 23 students have competed in three sports, 51 have competed in two sports, and 67 competed in 
one sport, for a total participation of 141 students. To date, we have had two VACA All-State Tournament 
winners (Tori Botkin and October Edwards), three VACA All-Conference Tournament Winners (Robin 
Kresge, October Edwards, and Sydney Leonard), three VACA First Team ALL-Conference winners (Tori 
Botkin, October Edwards, and Sydney Leonard), and five VACA Second-Team All-conference winners 
(David Keegan, Laurie Kraus twice, TD Miriello, and John Park)! 
 
The well-earned Spring Sports Celebration will be on Tuesday, May 20 at 6:00 p.m. See you there! 
 
The Stuart Hall School Annual Fund  

Every day, Stuart Hall students have opportunities to learn, to problem solve, to serve, to lead, to mentor, and 
to collaborate with their peers thanks, in part, to gifts made to the Annual Fund. 
 
The Annual Fund helps to provide: 

• An outstanding faculty  
• A diverse student body  
• An exceptional curriculum  
• Community service and leadership initiatives  
• A variety of athletic and fine arts programs  
• A successful Learning Center program  
• A top-rated library  
• And much more.  

 
A gift to the Annual Fund impacts every student and is an investment that provides incredible outcomes for 
Stuart Hall alumnae/i. It is the first gift we ask our alumnae, parents, grandparents, parents of alumnae, and 
friends to make to Stuart Hall School so that we can ensure our current students will receive an outstanding 
education. Our donors continue to demonstrate their commitment to excellence through their annual support, 
and each of you has our thanks.  
 
Gifts are due no later than June 30, 2008. If you have questions or want to pledge or make a gift, please 
contact Elizabeth Hamblet, ehamblet@stuart-hall.org . 



International Travel 
Twenty-three students, one lost passport, one missing green card, mishaps with money, a pickpocket, allergic 
reactions, fever, oozy rashes, airport trips four days in a row, not much sleep … 
 
Would you believe it if your heard that the SPAIN/FRANCE trip was a great success?  Parent after parent has 
come to us to say “thank you” for the experiences gained by the students on the trip to Madrid, Toledo, and 
Paris. They mention, among other things, new appreciation for the languages; whetted appetites for art, 
architecture, history, and culture; social skill growth; emerging independence; and a hard-to-name new sense 
of self.    
 
Our trip included more than the monuments and the food (oh, the food!), and more than the experience of 
international traveling.  We visited El Prado, the Louvre, Musée d’Orsay, Toledo’s sword factories, the Eiffel 
Tower, the Arc de Triomphe, the Latin Quarter, Nôtre Dame Cathedral (Easter Mass!), and other places, but 
the trip was more than the sum of its parts.  For many on the trip, this was a capstone educational experience 
that will be remembered for a lifetime.  As we predicted, it took barely a day for this motley crew to come 
together, looking out for one another and helping each other to make the most of every opportunity. Our guide, 
Silvia, worked wonders keeping us all on track and ensuring that the experience was all that we expected. 
 
Are you wondering what the kids have to say about the trip?  Thomas reminds us to get ready and “Vamos a la 
playa!”   Chris remembers that “It was awesome!” and Isabella generously offers that “We had wonderful 
chaperones!” (We shall pay you later, Isa!) 
 
Wishing each of you a bon voyage on your future travels, 
 
Señor Gatewood and Madame Amato 
 

 
Enjoying Madrid 

Left to right: Sun Wook Paik, Jane Jongeward, Chris Bibb, Emily Laser, TD Miriello, Tori Botkin, 
Caroline Carmichael, Robin Kresge, October Edwards, Jared Meadows, Breanna Wright,  
Isabella Bartenstein, Caitlin Randazzo-Garner, Sunshine Osella, Olisa Okoh, Roshni Nair,  

Kristina Bergey, Mary Catherine Zangari, Reed Woodrum, Kelsey Speigner, Thomas Bartenstein,  
Tea Flores-Kestener, and Grier Cross (Photograph Courtesy of Olisa Okoh, ’08) 



Stuart Hall MS/US Parents’ Association 
April Seminar 
Dr. Lesley Novack, Professor of Psychology at Mary Baldwin College, will speak on “Peer Influence in the 
Adolescent Years and Why Parents Remain Key Figures in Their Children’s Lives” at the Parents’ 
Association Seminar on April 30 at 7:00 p.m. in the Gibbs Reception Room. All Stuart Hall School parents are 
warmly invited and encouraged to bring a friend. This topic is one that can benefit all parents! 
 
April Meeting 
The April Parents’ Association meeting is Thursday, April 17. We will discuss the final projects for this 
year and do some planning for next school year!  The Association has really appreciated the help and 
support of STU parents and encourages parents to continue or expand their involvement in the association 
for next school year. If you are able to volunteer some time for Parents’ Association activities or are just 
interested in learning more about what the Parents’ Association does, please join us. If you cannot make 
the meeting, please contact Mary McDermott (Jane and Lizzie Jongeward’s mom) at 
mcdermottm@ntelos.com (work); billmary@ntelos.net (home) or 540-946-8701 (home).  

News Items from the Lower, Middle and Upper Schools    
The Yearbook is coming! 
With doughnuts and coffee, the Journalism class celebrated meeting their final yearbook deadline last 
Monday. Weighing in at a hefty 120 pages, Inlook 2008 is now complete and will cover the school year’s 
memorable moments of both Upper and Middle School. This is an historic edition because, for the first time in 
the history of Stuart Hall, every page will be in full color. The yearbook is edited and written entirely by the 
students of the Journalism class, but they acknowledge gratefully how supportive the entire campus has been 
of their efforts. Inlook will go on sale later this month. Watch for announcements! The cost will be $50.00 for 
those who preorder and $55.00 for those who purchase the book at the mid-May delivery time. 
 
Eco-Minded Community Service 
Several of Mr. Moore’s Environmental Science students have volunteered to help with the Earth Day– 
Staunton activities Saturday, April 19th, from 9-12 in the morning. They will be manning several of the booths 
with environmental presentations down at the wharf, in the Sunspots parking lot. If you are interested, come on 
down! The Wildlife Center will have live animal programs at 9:30 and 10:30 a.m. There will be plenty of 
activities for all ages. Earth Day – Staunton is sponsored by the Lewis Creek Watershed Advisory Committee. 
 
Cochran Middle School Semi Formal 
The Semi Formal is right around the corner! It is this Saturday, April 19 from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m. in the Dining 
Hall. For all the mothers and fathers out there, have fun shopping for the right dress or pair of pants because 
the end result is charming, really. 
 
Scholastic Book Fair at the Lower School! 
Please mark your calendars for our upcoming Scholastic Book Fair! It will take place Tuesday, April 29; 
Wednesday, April 30; and Thursday, May 1, in the Hunter McGuire Lower School library. There will be a 
great selection of books for all ages, and all profits will benefit the school library. We are also looking for lots 
of volunteers to help set up, assist with selling books, and help take down the book fair. Please contact Janet 
James at 941-2414 if you can help. 
 
Junior-Senior Prom and Spring Ball 
Junior Senior Prom, a formal or semi-formal event, is Friday, April 25 from 7:00 to 11:00 p.m. in the King 
Theater. Spring Ball, a semi-formal event, is Saturday, May 17th from 7-11 p.m. All BSSAC schools have 
been invited to attend.  The Ball is open to 9-12th grade students.  A deejay, drinks and snacks will be 
provided. The location of the Ball will be announced closer to the date. 


