
 
 

HEADLINES for Middle & Upper School                    March 2008 
 

Message from Head of School Mark Eastham to Parents 
It is an exciting, busy time at Stuart Hall School!  Spring sports have begun, students are registering for 2008-
2009 classes, and faculty members are planning for next year’s courses.  I was thrilled when a teacher walked 
into my office recently to share how excited she was after looking at the lower school math curriculum and 
thinking about ways to enhance the K-12 math continuum.  Our committed educators continue to amaze me 
with their devotion to the School, the curriculum, and your children.   
 
This commitment to planning for the future of Stuart Hall School is the impetus for our five-year strategic 
planning initiative, which was approved by our Board of Governors at their February meeting.  You will be 
receiving a copy of that plan in the mail soon.  I encourage you to read it and share your thoughts with us as 
we work to set specific yearly strategies to fulfill the outlined goals.   
 
As always, I thank you for your support of Stuart Hall School! 

Admissions 
If you are a parent of one of our seniors, now is the time to think of referring an appropriate family in order to 
help address the inevitable void left by your proud graduate!  Think of your child’s dynamic talents—in the 
classroom, the arts, athletics—and whose children among your friends and relatives might best benefit from a 
Stuart Hall School education.  There is no better referral source than current parents in growing a strong and 
talented student body.  The Admission Office appreciates every family’s participation in this community 
effort. If you have any questions about re-enrollment, referrals or the financial aid process, please contact 
Dave Taibl, Assistant Head of School, at 540-885-0356 or dtaibl@stuart-hall.org. 
 
Parents, Alums, Grandparents, Faculty, and Friends! 
Before you make any vacation plans, come to Stuart Hall’s Auction and Candlelight Dinner at the 
Stonewall Jackson Hotel on Friday, April 11, 2008, at 6 p.m.!  There will be a Silent Auction during 
cocktails with the Live Auction during dessert. Fabulous art work, jewelry, services, and other prime items 
will be available! 
 
Terrific vacation destinations, weekend getaways, and special evenings abound! Scroll down to learn about 
some of the great places that will be offered during the evening’s Live Auction. 
 

Send in your reservation for the evening today or contact Elizabeth Hamblet at ehamblet@stuart-hall.org or 
(540) 885-0356. Seating is limited. Please choose one of the following entrées: Black pepper grilled beef 
tenderloin, Chicken Roma, or Eggplant Parmesan (vegan option also available).  Cash bar available. Dinner is 
$55/person. (Adults only, please!) Do you have questions? Give us a call! See you there! 
 
 
 



Vacations, getaways, golf, and special evenings! 
Dinner for Eight – Five-course dinner at the home of Patsy and Don Wilson, member of the Board of 
Governors and Stuart Hall tennis coach!  
Donors: Patsy and Don Wilson 
 
Surfside Beach, South Carolina – Head to sunny Surfside Beach, South Carolina, for a week!  Your 
condominium includes three bedrooms, two baths, and can sleep eight. It is located two rows from the beach 
and a swimming pool is available. Open dates are August 23-30, September 20-27, or December 20-27.  Visit 
the website for this Surfside Beach condo at Surfside . 
Donors: Frank and Dee Miriello, parents of T.D. ’09  
 
Fore for Four! Golf at Farmington – Take a weekday and enjoy a great round of golf for four at 
Farmington Country Club.  This package includes two carts.  You can visit the Farmington website at 
Farmington Country Club . 
Donors: Vic and Ann Claiborne Dandridge, former staff 
 
Oak Island – Enjoy a soothing week’s stay at this charming cottage on Oak Island, North Carolina.  This 
ocean-front cottage has three bedrooms and a view of the inter-coastal waterway on its non-ocean front side. 
Available at a mutually agreed-upon time in the Fall of 2008 or in March, April, or May of 2009.   No pets or 
smoking, please.  Visit the Oak Island website at Oak Island . 
Donors: Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Keefe, parents of Robert ’12. 
 
Reynolds Plantation Weekend & Golf – Reynolds Plantation Weekend & Golf – Come to the 
historic getaway, Reynolds Plantation, on Lake Oconee in Greensboro, Georgia.  Two people can enjoy a two-
night stay with two rounds of golf for each included. Visit the website at Reynolds Plantation . Compliments 
of Susan Lambert Yates ’73.    
Donor: Reynolds Plantation      

 
Romantic Dinner for Two – Enjoy a romantic evening in your home during which you won’t have to lift 
a finger!  Meet with Marty Philpott beforehand to plan the dinner (with wine and dessert).  She will do the 
shopping, cooking, presenting, and clean up!  
Donor: Marty Philpott, former staff 
 
Grace Hill Farm – Pamper yourself with a two-night stay at the two-bedroom guest cottage at lovely 
Grace Hill Farm in Millboro, Virginia.  The cottage can accommodate six. Each bedroom has a queen bed and 
there is a queen sleep sofa in the living room.  The cottage has two full baths and is pet-friendly. Linens, 
blankets and general household supplies are provided. Visit the Grace Hill Farm website at Grace Hill Farm . 
Donors: Mr. and Mrs. Pete Minetree, parents of Peter ’09 

 
Naples Beach Hotel and Golf – The two of you can savor a two-night stay in a room in this luxury 
beachfront resort on the Gulf of Mexico. Meals not included. Visit the website at Naples Beach . 
Compliments of Susan Lambert Yates ’73.  
Donor: Naples Beach Hotel & Golf Club 
 
Dunes Manor – You can be the holder of a gift certificate for $350 for the gracious beach resort Dunes 
Manor in Ocean City, Maryland! You may use the certificate for lodging, meals, or beverages or a 
combination.  Visit the Dunes Manor website at Dunes Manor . 
Donor: Boots Taylor Mason ’49  
 



Siesta Key in Sarasota, Florida – Escape the chilly weather with a week at Siesta Key in Sarasota, 
Florida! This charming bay side one-bedroom condo has a direct bay view.  Looking out the back window you 
see Turtle Beach on the Gulf of Mexico, just a short walk through the park from the condo. Availability is 
May 2008 through January 2009. It’s a terrific getaway for two! Tour the condo: Siesta Key . 
Donor: Margy Ann Wilson ’58  
 
Skylark – The perfect weekend retreat for your group or family. The Mountaintop Conference Center of 
Washington and Lee University, Skylark can accommodate 12 people. Two dorm rooms with bunk beds sleep 
four each; one dorm room with one bunk bed sleeps two; and one bedroom has two twin beds.  It is located on 
the southern face of 3,300-foot Round Top in the Blue Ridge Mountains.  From the web site:   “The 
individuals responsible for the design, construction, and subsequent donation of Skylark to the University are 
none other than Leslie Cheek, Jr. and his wife Mary Tyler Cheek, two renowned members of Virginian 
society. The farm was given to the university in 1977 in memory of Mrs. Cheek’s father, Douglas Southall 
Freeman, the Pulitzer Prize-winning biographer of George Washington and Robert E. Lee.” It is available for 
one weekend April-November. Check-in is at 10:00 a.m. Saturday morning; check out is Sunday evening 
(time flexible). Skylark . 
Donor: Washington and Lee University 
 
Nag’s Head – Find out why Nag’s Head is a favorite vacation spot!  Spend a rejuvenating week in a 
condominium at mile marker 11 in Nags Head, overlooking the Sound, and immediately adjacent to Jockey 
Ridge Park.  Quiet and private, there are three bedrooms and two and a half baths.   Available April and May, 
2008 and September 2008 through April 2009. Visit the Nags Head website at Nags Head Guide .  
Donors: Mark and Sugie Sproul Battin ’68, Board of Governors and parents of Frances ’03 and Mark ’06. 

The Arts at StuART Hall 
The All School Musical, The Music Man! 
 

 
The River City Boys Band thanks the pit orchestra 

 
This past week, on March 11th, Meredith Willson's The Music Man was presented on the Pollard Stage in the 
Stuart Hall School auditorium.  While the production faced trials and tribulations during rehearsal due to a 
rather severe outbreak of the flu virus which knocked out a substantial portion of the cast and crew, including 
the director, the show ultimately proved to be an entertaining success.  Aside from amusing audiences of 
students, parents, and the general public, The Music Man represented the first effort in staging an All-School 
Musical featuring acting talent from all three divisions within Stuart Hall School.  From fifth graders who 
came to rehearsals from the Hunter McGuire campus all the way up to senior-year boarding students, the cast 
reflected a remarkable cross-section of the student community.  
 
 



The Middle School Play is Cirque du Shakespeare, May 2 and 3 at 7:00 p.m. 
The play consists entirely of pieces of Shakespeare’s plays reconstructed as a circus performance.  The show 
features love, hate, humor, poignancy, and absolute chaos.  Anyone who enjoys cartoons and/or Shakespeare 
should have a great time. The all star cast includes: Stephen Hoyle, Samantha Dozal, Kir Obenschain, Nicole 
Alanko, Annalise Kiser, Anatolia Hodson, Steven Woodrum, Lizzie Jongeward, Drew Kalasky, Brooke 
Withers, Elizabeth Amato, Karl Dickey, Liam Rowland, Phoebe Brannock, Michael Hinson, and Emily 
Randazzo-Garner. Crew members are: Jesse Manson (Director), Brett Sullivan Santry (Production Manager), 
and Jane Jongeward (Assistant Director). 
 
Music News 
A big thank you goes to Stuart Hall Music teacher Brett Kirby and students Na Young Lee and SoYoung Choi, 
who performed for the Thursday Morning Music Club of Staunton on March 13th at the First Baptist Church 
on Frederick Street. A donation was made to the music department in appreciation.  
  
Emma Newell and Emily Randazzo-Garner attended Jr. District Chorus on Monday, March 10. They 
auditioned for this honor and represented Stuart Hall with 27 other schools and sang in a mass choir of 162 
students.  
 
Be sure to mark your calendars—the Spring Concert is now April 22 and will include all US and MS 
performing ensembles. The Hunter McGuire Lower School will hold its annual Spring Sing on Thursday, 
May 29 at 7 p.m. 
 
Visual Art at StuART Hall 
Starting on Monday, March 31, there will be an “open studio” opportunity after school in the art room. Every 
Monday afternoon during marking period four from 3:30 to 4:30, Upper School students are invited to come 
and create beautiful works of art! 
 
Stuart Hall’s Middle and Upper School artwork will be on display at the Staunton Public Library during the 
month of April. Also, Stuart Hall Middle and Upper School students Anatolia Hodson, Melanie Meadows, 
Phoebe Brannock, Samantha Dozal, Karl Dickey, Anita Williams, Sido Shira, Da Woon Jung, Alex 
Escanellas, Geon Hee Woo, Catherine Hern, Ji Min Lee, Alex Hendren, Sage Latané, Bailey Hendren, and 
Kristina Bergey have art work in the Annual Youth Art Month Exhibit that will be held through April 6 at the 
Art Center in Staunton.  
 
There is new artwork up around the building for all to enjoy. Displays include linoleum relief prints by Visual 
Arts Emphasis students, watercolor landscapes by Upper School art students, and colored pencil studies by 
seventh grade CAMP students. Clay pieces are also displayed in the library foyer. 

Co-curricular Life at STU 
As senior college acceptances come rushing in this spring, the juniors are spending their time gearing up for 
their senior year.  College Night on March 6 was well attended and great information and tips were shared by 
experienced admission and financial aid professionals.  In attendance were: Diane Kent and Lisa Branson from 
Mary Baldwin College, Jack Blackburn from the University of Virginia, Erin Hutchinson from Washington 
and Lee University, Anita Webster from Roanoke College, and Steven Cox from the financial aid office at 
James Madison University.  On March 10, the junior class took its annual College Visit Day trip, this year to 
Virginia Tech and Roanoke College.  Students came back with a greater understanding of how large and small 
campuses feel and with an interest in the two institutions.   
 
Our College Counselor, Becca Stuart has been offered an instructional position in the Constructing Your 
College Experience program which is part of Duke University’s Youth Programs.  The one-week camp is July 
13-18, and is open to rising 11th and 12th grade students who want a head start in the college search and 



application process.  Camp sessions include SAT preparation, essay writing, resume building, and interview 
techniques, along with campus visits to Elon University and UNC-Chapel Hill.  Along with the college 
program, Duke offers several other amazing academic camps for both middle and high school students.  For 
more information about what Duke offers in the summer, please visit Duke Youth Programs. 
.   
 

 
 
Miss Virginia Visits Stuart Hall 
Hannah Kiefer, Miss Virginia 2007 was at Stuart Hall School in February. 
She presented a program to Stuart Hall Cochran Middle and Gray Upper 
School students titled, “Right Decisions, Right Now.” The program covered 
a wide range of topics pertaining to making sound lifestyle choices.  
 
Stuart Hall Alum, Julie Bruening Clarke ’53 was Miss Virginia in 1954. 

 

 

Traditions 
Junior Senior Banquet 
The Junior Class (‘09) is actively preparing for the annual Junior-Senior Banquet to be held on April 18 at 
the Stonewall Jackson Hotel. Members of the class of 2009 have been working hard all year providing 
concessions on weekends, selling Red/White T-shirts, carnations, and caramel apples to raise money for 
this event.  The Class of 2008 and their guests will be “toasted and roasted” at the formal evening of 
dinner and entertainment.  

Academic Highlights 

 
World Geography Projects on Display 

 
Students in Mr. Schroeder’s World Geography classes completed their Country Groups projects this marking 
period. Each student must choose three countries and prepare a presentation on the physical, economic, 
political and human geography of each country in the group. Additionally, each student is required to prepare 
and present a short oral report about the countries. Some examples of groups include Vietnam, Cambodia and 
Thailand, Zaire, Uganda and Kenya, and Brazil, Uruguay, and Bolivia. 
 



Mr. Arnold’s senior-level Economics class is preparing a project for Marking Period IV.  The class is going to 
determine the price elasticity of demand for the muffins sold in the Bookstore to conclude whether a decrease 
in price would actually increase total revenue.  They will conduct student surveys and analyze Bookstore sales 
data as their research.  Look for the results in the April Headlines. 
 
It’s an Invasion of Peeps! 
This year’s Ancient World History students were required to make a diorama portraying a specific event or 
time period related to Ancient World History.  The dioramas were to depict a topic relevant to world history 
from pre-history to 1500 and could be based on a topic not yet covered in class.  All dioramas had to include at 
least one PEEP. That’s right, one of those weird marshmallow chicks or bunnies that are in stores in 
anticipation of Easter. Students were graded on design, creativity, originality, portrayal, and use of 
PEEPS/humor. Enjoy some of the student dioramas shown below and drop by the Middle School foyer and 
hallways to see the rest! 
  

   
      The Parting of the Red Sea       The Battle of Granicus          The Battle of Thermopylae 

Sports at STU 
Boys Lacrosse 
We are excited about the prospects for this boys’ lacrosse season.  With 26 players in our third year, the 
lacrosse program has continued to grow.  The schedule features 10 varsity games and our teams are poised to 
be competitive.  The Middle School season begins with a game on Thursday, April 3 at James River Day 
School and the varsity team opens at home Saturday, April 5 versus Shenandoah Valley Christian Academy.  
Coaches Taibl and Hamner encourage you to come support the teams in the fastest game on two feet! 
 
Girls Lacrosse 
The girls’ lacrosse teams are off to a great start with Coach Emily Reed. The girls have worked hard in 
practice and continue to improve in basic stick work. They look forward to their first games, a middle school 
game on April 4th and a varsity game on April 15th. There are five 6th graders playing, the most of any class, 
which leads us to believe that the future of girls’ lacrosse is bright! 
 
Track and Field 
This year’s track and field team is made up of a mixture of Middle and Upper school students.  As a group, 
they have been working on improving their conditioning, sprinting, and field events.  For many students, this 
is the first time trying any of these events.  In April and May, the team will travel to neighboring high schools 
to participate in invitational track meets.  These meets will give our individual athletes a chance to test their 
abilities against other local athletes.   
 
As an added bonus to the season, the team has the privilege of having Nathaniel Elberfeld as a coach along 
with Laura Stotz.  In his college years, Nathaniel ran many seasons worth of track.  His contributions to the 
team will be wonderful.  Upper School freshman Pip Marmorstein is also offering her extensive running 
experience to the team as she works with Coaches Stotz and Elberfeld to develop work-outs best suited for our 
athletes.  The team is looking forward to a fun season. 



Tennis 
The tennis season is well underway.  Coaches Jonathan Gatewood and Don Wilson, Member of the Stuart Hall 
Board of Governors are leading our Stuart Hall Boys and Girls teams. There is an array of talent on each of the 
teams as new players have joined.  The students are off to a great start, coming to practice on time and with 
enthusiasm.  This will go a long way to ensuring a very successful season.   
 
Golf 
The Stuart Hall golf squad, coached by Arnold Schroeder and Mike Nessar, has five members. They are Upper 
School students Robert Hopkins, Thomas Bartenstein and Geon Hee (Connie) Woo, and fifth graders Abby 
Rasheed and Peter Dozal. Geon Hee, Abby, and Peter are in the development program. Robert and Thomas 
will represent Stuart Hall in conference matches. Stuart Hall will host the conference championship at our 
home course, the Staunton Country Club. 
 
Girl’s Varsity Soccer 
Stuart Hall School will be fielding a girl’s varsity soccer team this season under the direction of Peter Cline! 
The team will be playing as part of the VACA conference. Two weeks of fantastic weather have the girls off 
to a great head start. The team opens its season on Tuesday, April 8th, away, against Shenandoah Valley 
Christian Academy and will play its first home match on Friday, April 25th against Timberlake Christian 
Academy. 
 
How do you find out about the inevitable changes in game, meet, and match schedules? 
Please use Sports Week at a Glance on the school website. SWAAG is in News at Stu on the website and it is 
updated weekly. It is the fastest way to find out when and where contests occur. Directions to away games are 
also on the school website under the Athletics heading, Directions to Away Games. 

International Travel 
Off to Spain and France! 
Twenty-three students and two faculty members head off on March 18 for an eight-day trip to Spain and 
France. Middle School Coordinator and French teacher, Wendy Amato and Spanish Teacher, Jonathan 
Gatewood will usher the students through Toledo, Madrid, and then Paris. In Spain, some of the highlights 
will include a walking tour of Toledo, the Toledo Cathedral, and Sinagoga del Transito; in Madrid, Plaza 
Mayor, the Prado, Plazas de Espana and de Cibeles, and Puerta del Sol. When in Paris, the students will take 
in the Louvre, the Champs Elysées, the Arc de Triomphe, Nôtre Dame, the Musée d’Orsay, Montmartre, and 
much more. Some of us here at Stuart Hall are trying very hard to contain our jealousy. But, promises have 
been made to bring back pictures and stories. Look for a trip wrap up in the April Headlines! 
 

 
First Row Seated, Left to Right: Jared Meadows, Wendy Amato, Jane Jongeward, Kristina Bergey, Caroline 

Carmichael, Chris Bibb, Thomas Bartenstein, Caitlin Randazzo-Garner, Robin Kresge,  
Emily Laser, Sunshine Osella, and Grier Cross 

Standing: Olisa Okoh, October Edwards, Roshni Nair, Sun Wook Paik, Tea Flores-Kestner, Breanna Wright, 
Mary Catherine Zangari, Kelsey Speigner, Tori Botkin, Isabella Bartenstein, T.D. Miriello,  

and Reed Woodrum. Not pictured: Jonathan Gatewood 



Stuart Hall MS/US Parents’ Association 
March Seminar—is now the April Seminar! 
Dr. Lesley Novack, Professor of Psychology at Mary Baldwin College, will speak on “Peer Influence in the 
Adolescent Years and Why Parents Remain Key Figures in Their Children’s Lives” at the Parents’ 
Association Seminar on April 30 at 7:00 p.m. in the Gibbs Reception Room. 
 
The annual L’Italia FunRaiser was fun and successful! It was great to see so many Stuart Hall families and 
staff enjoying a relaxing evening. Over $300 was raised for the Parents’ Association. Many thanks go to Susan 
Laser for organizing the event and to everyone who participated.  
 
Look for a Parents’ Association meeting in April where we’ll discuss the final projects for this year and do 
some planning for next school year!   
 
The Stuart Hall School Annual Fund  
The Annual Fund is your opportunity to support programs that develop students’ character and instill values. 
Personal attention by a dedicated and professional faculty, excellent academics, enriching arts and athletics are 
made possible by your generous 2007–2008 Annual Fund support. 
 
The percent of parent giving directly impact grants we receive from foundations. Thus, your gift not only 
helps your child now, but also attracts more support for the future! We need everyone’s support, regardless of 
the size of the gift. Every gift is important and participation is crucial. 
 
You may support the Annual Fund in one of many ways: 
Pledge—Simply call in or email your pledge to us (ehamblet@stuart-hall.org ). Pledges are due no later than 
June 30, 2008. Pledge reminders will be sent to you. Why not make your gift in honor of your child or a 
favorite teacher? 
Cash—You may simply write a check made payable to Stuart Hall School for the entire pledge or the school 
can prorate the gift over the year. 
Credit Card—You can charge your gift to your Visa, MasterCard, Discover, or American Express, or 
authorize a monthly or quarterly charge to your account.  
Securities—Many individuals donate appreciated stock or mutual funds to Stuart Hall School. Such gifts, or 
other gifts involving securities, may have significant tax advantages over cash. We would be happy to provide 
more details on how to make such a gift. Please contact the Development Office at 540-885-0356. 
Employee Matching Contributions—Many corporations will match an employee's gift to a non-profit 
foundation. Any matching gift will be combined with yours to determine the giving level at which you will 
receive recognition. 

News Items from the Lower, Middle and Upper Schools    
Hunter McGuire Lower School Yard Sale: Saturday, April 5, 7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Spring will soon be here, which for many means “Spring Cleaning!” As you sort through your closets, 
basements and attics, please consider donating those treasures that you no longer use or want to the Hunter 
McGuire Lower School Yard Sale.  
 
All donations are greatly appreciated, however, we are especially looking for gently-used clothing (children’s 
and maternity,) toys, books, cookware, decorative items, furniture, collectibles, and garden accessories. Please 
note that all clothing and shoes must be in clean, “like-new” condition and adult clothing must be folded or on 
hangers. Donated items may be left on the HMLS stage, at your convenience. Please contact Gale Winfree 
(540-463-1838 or winfree3@comcast.net) or Anne Brooks (886-8483 or brooksan@comcast.net) if you have 
any questions or would like to help before the sale, with set up or on the day of the sale. 

 



Applebee’s Breakfast 
Served by Our Hunter McGuire Lower School 5th Graders 

(Located in Staunton, across from Colonial Mall) 
April 5 

8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 
Cost: Just $5.00 for adults / $3.00 for kids 

(Additional contributions/”tips” encouraged!) 
Menu: Pancakes, sausage & drink 

Come out & support our 5th grade leadership program – all funds support the Philadelphia trip! 
 
Stuart Hall MS and US Visit Days: April 7, and May 5 
While prospective students may visit anytime, we do offer these Monday Visit Days as an opportunity for 
prospective students to spend the day attending classes, getting to know faculty and students, and having lunch 
in our Dining Hall. Current Stuart Hall students are encouraged to bring a friend on Visit Days. Students 
should complete a “Bring a Friend to School” form (available at the School), have a parent sign it, and return it 
by the date indicated. This advance notice helps ensure seating in classrooms and at lunch, and assures a 
suitable student host for visiting students. 
 

Have a most enjoyable Spring Break! 
 
 
 


