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HEADLINES for Middle & Upper School February 2008

Admissions

The Admission Office is pleased to report that re-enrollment contracts were mailed last Friday. Each returning
family should have received a packet with all the necessary documents to initiate re-enrollment for 2008-2009,
including: enrollment agreements, transportation contracts, and 2008-2009 calendar information. In order to
plan for staffing and program needs for the coming year, as well as provide information in a timely manner to
prospective families about openings in grades, we ask that contracts and deposits be received in the
Admission Office by February 22, 2008.

If you are a parent of one of our seniors, now is the time to think of referring an appropriate family in order to
help address the inevitable void left by your proud graduate! Think of your child’s dynamic talents—in the
classroom, the arts, athletics—and whose children among your friends and relatives might best benefit from a
Stuart Hall School education. There is no better referral source than current parents in growing a strong and
talented student body. The Admission Office appreciates every family’s participation in this community
effort.

If you have any questions about re-enrollment, referrals or the financial aid process, please contact Dave Taibl,
Assistant Head of School, at 540-885-0356 or dtaibl@stuart-hall.org.

The Arts at StuART Hall

All School Musical

The Music Man will be performed Tuesday, March 11 at 1:15 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. in the auditorium. To
reserve seats, please contact Ginger Henry, ghenry@stuart-hall.org or call 885-0356. A donation of $5 per
person is suggested.

This is a truly collaborative production including, for the first time, a pit orchestra with students and adults
from both Stuart Hall School and other community members, and students from other area schools. Stuart Hall
students from all three divisions are acting, singing, dancing, designing the program, painting sets, and
working as stage managers, choreographers, lighting technicians or members of the production crew.

An Evening at the Blackfriars: A Very Good “Conceit!”

The Bring ‘Em Back Alive Play Reading Series is an initiative of the American Shakespeare Center’s
Education and Research Department. Regional actors come together, scripts in hand, to perform lesser-known
Renaissance works in the Blackfriars Playhouse. The Fair Maid of the Exchange was written in 1607 by
Thomas Heywood, a contemporary of William Shakespeare’s, and is a lighthearted, London city comedy
involving love, disguise, fake letters, and some very notable “conceits.” The reading, which took place on
Sunday, February 10, featured the acting talent of Stuart Hall students Jane Jongeward, Charlie Eckman,
October Edwards, Carol Anne Brown, Mary Catherine Amerine, Lizzie Fistel, theatre emphasis student Emily
Day, and theatre program director Brett Sullivan Santry. The show was directed by Anna Gonzales, a
graduate student in Mary Baldwin College’s Master of Letters/Master of Fine Arts in Shakespeare and
Renaissance Literature in Performance program, of which Mr. Santry and Mr. Manson of Stuart Hall’s English



department are also alums. The students in the cast were each personally invited to participate based on their
enthusiasm for and interest in Early Modern English drama. The performance was a great success, the day-
long rehearsal process was a unique and valuable learning experience, and the audience laughed their way
through a very pleasant evening at the playhouse.

Music News

Two students participated in Senior District Chorus on Feb. 8-9. They were Breckin Walsh and Reed
Woodrum. They were selected by auditions that included students from 31 other schools. Two students
will participate in Junior District Chorus on March 10. Emma Newell was selected as an alto and Emily
Randazzo-Garner as a soprano. Congratulations to them!

Na Young Lee will hold her Senior Piano Recital on Saturday, Feb. 16 at 1:30 p.m. in Francis Auditorium at
Mary Baldwin College. She will be playing Bach, Beethoven, Mendelssohn and Ravel. Students interested in
attending may meet the Kirbys at the phone desk at 1 p.m. to walk over to the concert..

Be sure to mark your calendars—the Spring Concert is now April 22 and will include all US and MS
performing ensembles.

Visual Art at StuART Hall

We are currently in the process of choosing works to represent Stuart Hall in the Annual Youth Art Month
Exhibit that will be held in March at the Art Center in Staunton. The Art Center will also be offering art
classes for students in March beginning March 8.

Our Lower School has an Open House/Art Show on Monday, February 25. One session begins at 9:30 a.m.
and the second at 5:30 p.m.

First period Upper School art students are currently starting a watercolor unit. Those in fifth period just
finished their work creating clay sushi plates and had a little sushi party to celebrate. They are currently
working on tapestry weavings. Seventh grade CAMP Art students are working on colored pencil projects and
will soon start clay sculptures. The exhibition of student art work has been expanded to various places around
the School, with a lot of MS art in the MS entry way.

Mike Nessar, our Facility Manager has requested student work to be framed and displayed on one of the
residence halls with others to hopefully follow later. We will be choosing work for that project soon.

Here is the latest news from Art Emphasis: Cleveland Morris, artist and educator, will be visiting the Art
Emphasis class on Monday afternoons for ten weeks. He will be teaching the students the basics of oil
painting. Kristina Bergey had her portfolio accepted at the Corcoran College of Art and Design in Washington,
DC. Congratulations and kudos to Kristina! Set painting for “the Music Man” began on Monday, February 11.
Anyone interested in lending a hand should e-mail Barbara Holt at bholt@stuart-hall.org for a schedule.

Make plans to join fellow parents, faculty, and alums for Stuart Hall's
Annual Candlelight Dinner and Auction!

Friday, April 11, 2008
6 p.m.
Stonewall Jackson Hotel

Look for your invitation in the mail!



Annual Candlelight Dinner and Auction

It’s that time of year! We’re preparing for our annual Alumnae/i Weekend April 11, 12 & 13. The festivities
kick off with our Live (hosted by a real-live professional auctioneer!) and Silent Auction and Candlelight
Dinner on Friday night at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel. We hope you can join us for this fun-filled evening as
we make merry and support Stuart Hall School! Catch up with old friends and meet new ones with more than
150 alums, spouses, parents and friends of the School in attendance. Please support Stuart Hall by donating an
auction item and making this year our most successful ever!

Popular items include:
= Antique furniture
= Art
= Vacation homes/condos

If you have an item you’d like to donate, please contact Elizabeth Hamblet *97, Development and Alumnae/i
Associate at ehamblet@stuart-hall.org or 885.0356.

Co-curricular Life at STU

The College Counseling office has been quite busy these past few months, and the spring semester is looking
the same! Below are some important points of information. Any questions can be directed to Becca Stuart at
rstuart@stuart-hall.org.

Parents and students in grades 9-11, mark your calendars now for College Information Night on
Thursday, March 6 at 7 p.m. in the auditorium. A panel of admissions professionals from the
University of Virginia, Washington & Lee University, Roanoke College, Mary Baldwin College, and
James Madison University (and possibly a few others!) will discuss the world of college admissions.
Becca Stuart will also make a presentation on the college preparation process at Stuart Hall, which will
include information about standardized testing, recommendation letters, and essay writing. This
program will be beneficial for both parents and students, so plan to attend!

The School will be hosting a Kaplan SAT preparation course this spring. The course is $899 per
student for Stuart Hall families and runs from March 8 through April 27 in preparation for the May test
date. For more information and to register, please call the Charlottesville Kaplan office at 434-979-
3001. Be sure to mention your affiliation with Stuart Hall.

The remaining SAT dates for the spring semester are as follows: March 1, May 3, and June 7.
Please visit http://www.collegeboard.com/splash/ for registration information. The remaining ACT
dates for the spring semester are April 12, and June 14. Visit http://www.actstudent.org/ for
registration information.

Miss Virginia is coming to STU!

Hannah Kiefer, Miss Virginia 2007 will visit Stuart Hall School on Thursday, February 21. Ms. Kiefer will
present a program to Stuart Hall Cochran Middle and Gray Upper School students titled, “Right Decisions,
Right Now.” This program covers a wide range of topics pertaining to making sound lifestyle choices.

Ms. Kiefer is a 20-year-old student at Hollins University in Roanoke. A native of High Point, North Carolina,
she fell in love with the Commonwealth on a college visit to Hollins. Hannah is the recipient of the Hollins
Alumnae Recognition Scholarship, the Hollins Merit Award for Community Service, and she is a member of
the Hollins Batten Leadership Institute. Upon completion of her year of service, Hannah will return to Hollins
as a junior where she is pursuing a double major in Communications and Psychology.



Academic Highlights

National Junior Honor Society and National Honor Society

On February 7, Stuart Hall School held the 2007-2008 National Honor Society and National Junior Honor
Society Induction ceremonies. The purpose of the ceremonies was to induct seven new members into the
Martha Dabney Jones Chapter of the National Honor Society (NHS) and 10 new members into the Richard
Phillips Chapter of the National Junior Honor Society (NJHS).

The National Honor Society was formed in 1921, in order to have a national organization whose objectives
were to create an enthusiasm for scholarship, to stimulate a desire to render service, to promote worthy
leadership, and to encourage the development of character in the students of the secondary schools of our
nation. It soon became evident that middle school students should also have a similar society and the National
Junior Honor Society inducted its first members in 1930.

The National Honor Society emblem, which is the design of the pin all NHS members receive, is composed of
the Keystone and the Torch. The Keystone locks the part of an arch together and has as its base four letters: C
for Character, S for Scholarship, L for Leadership, and another S for Service. The torch of light represents
truth and knowledge. Blue and gold are the colors of the Society

The seven inductees into the Martha Dabney Jones Chapter of the National Honor Society are: Sally Ahn,
Emily Laser, Alexy Debrot, Charlie Eckman, Breanna Wright, Jane Jongeward, and Elizabeth Onyechi.

The 10 inductees into the Richard Phillips Chapter of the National Junior Honor Society are: Price Gillock,
Nicole Alanko, Karl Dickey, Ross Youell, Casey Lowe, Ellen McNamara, Marie Thomas, Steven Woodrum,
and Emily Randazzo-Gardner.

Current members of the NHS and NJHS are: Bailey Hendren, Afton Armstrong, David Ranzini, Kerri Houser,
Donna Woo, Dylan Kramer, Olisa Okoh, Brodie Chittum, Kelsey Speigner, Zachary Nordstrom, Sarah
McGinnis, Kola Danisa, October Edwards, Raven Showalter, Andrea Ryan, Erica Dickey, Tiffany Schrepf,
Sunshine Osella, and Matthew Waalkes.

Spelling Bee

Congratulations to Steven Woodrum, Class of 2013 for winning the Cochran Middle School 2007-2008
Spelling Bee! Special thanks to KRIS NEIL of WKDW Radio for being our pronouncer and to English
teachers Jesse Manson and Kristi Fitzgerald for serving as judges. Congratulations to all of our spellers: first
runner up Anatolia Hodson, Abby Rasheed, Addie Boyd-Pratt, Allison Marrin, Cayleigh LaGrua, Elizabeth
Amato, Emily Randazzo-Garner, Grace Sheridan, John Hayes, Kir Obenschain, Michael McGinnis, Nathaniel
Reed, Nicole Heider, Phoebe Brannock, Price Gillock, Robert Keefe, Samantha Dozal, and Simon Willard.

Students went through preliminary rounds in their English classes. The semi-final round included the words:
commitment, appearance, laboratory, embarrass, and independent. The final round words were: shrapnel,
business, and privilege.

Goldberg Project

Honors Physics teacher Susan Jenny reports that her students recently completed a “Rube Goldberg” project as
the culmination of a unit on classical mechanics. Each student designed and built a multi-step device to
accomplish a simple task such as turning on a light switch or inflating a balloon. The devices included
multiple transformations from one energy form to another; for example, one device incorporated a solar cell to
convert light energy to electrical energy, which then powered a moving vehicle. Another device released
chemical energy from a candle which started a domino effect — quite literally — and ultimately extinguished the
candle. The project voted class favorite was a Diet-Coke-and-Mentos-powered trebuchet triggered by a single
lighted candle.



Students at work on their devices

Elizabeth Onyechi Donna Woo Jack Shira and David Ranzini

Who was Rube Goldberg? Rube Goldberg (1883-1970) was a Pulitzer Prize winning cartoonist, sculptor, and
author. Through his “INVENTIONS,” Rube Goldberg discovered difficult ways to achieve easy results. His
cartoons were, as he said, symbols of man’s capacity for exerting maximum effort to accomplish minimal
results. Rube believed that there were two ways to do things: the simple way and the hard way, and that a
surprising number of people preferred doing things the hard way. Today we refer to any device that “does
things the hard way” as a Rube Goldberg device. The game “Mousetrap” is a common example of a Rube
Goldberg device.

David Ranzini, Class of 2008 is a National Merit Scholarship Program Finalist!

The National Merit Scholarship Program has now determined which of the 16,000 Semifinalists named in
September 2007 have met the requirements to advance to Finalist Standing. This includes our own David
Ranzini! The selection of winners is now in progress. In March, scholarship offers will be mailed to winners at
their home addresses. Good luck, David!

Sports at STU

Girls’ Basketball Program

The Varsity Girls have one more regular season game before playoffs begin on February 19. With a record of
12 wins and six losses overall and five wins and three losses in VACA, the team has had a great season. It may
be a particularly significant season for Sydney Leonard, Class of 2010. Sydney is very close to achieving
1,000 points during her basketball career at Stuart Hall School. We are all cheering for her to reach this
impressive goal!

The Middle School girls have a five win and one loss record in VACA. Their overall record is seven wins and
four losses. They are playing beautifully as a team and it looks like they will do well in playoffs coming up
next week.

Varsity and Middle School girls and parents attended a basketball game at JMU last Sunday. It was great for
the girls to see more experienced players and to have their own “field trip” for sports.

Boys’ Basketball Program

The Middle School Boys Basketball team has had a great time this season, learning the game and improving
their skills on the court. Our success this season is centered on building skills, playing better as a team, and
becoming better at the game. The team has worked hard to improve and it shows.

Ross Youell has led the way this season as our go-to point guard and points leader for the season. Matthew
Gilliland and Nathanial Reed have stepped up to take lead of the court and have done outstanding jobs as
swing guards. Connor Carmichael and Jacob Bollinger, two first-year players have worked hard in practice



and have played well. Coach Cline is looking forward to these two seeing a lot of playing time over the next
few years. Liam Rowland, Kola Danisa, and Michael McGinnis have each played guard and forward positions
this season. It is essential to have versatile players on the team that can step in at more than one position. John
Hayes, Drew Kalasky, and Karl Dickey have all improved tremendously over the season. Every game sees
more rebounds and more points from the paint! Success is not always measured in the win-loss column. The
success of any team’s season is based on dedication, willingness to improve, and heart; this team has it all!

Boys Varsity Basketball has just a few more games left in its first season as a varsity program in VACA.
Though we do not have a winning record this season, the Stuart Hall boys showed a sharp learning curve.
Every team we played a second time saw our team stronger on the floor. Team play and individual effort have
improved all season.

Cheerleading

The two cheerleading squads have been working on new dance pieces that they hope to unveil at the
winter sports banquet next week. Wouldn’t it be nice to start the evening off with some Red Devil spirit?
Weather twists have put a strain on our cheering season, but the girls have remained committed to making
progress in their sport and coming up with new chants and stunts with which to lead the STU basketball
fans. Some of the squad members are also planning to participate in a summer cheer to learn some new
moves and cheers to bring to next year’s season. Go cheerleaders!

Swimming

Peter Dozal will be competing in his very first meet this Sunday, February 17, swimming the 50-meter
freestyle and backstroke events. Allison Lowe swam four events in her first meet this season at Radford on
January 26. She placed fifth in the 100 breaststroke and seventh in the 100 backstroke. Overall her
performance contributed 40 points to the team’s total at the meet—a job well done.

Winter to Spring Sports Season

The Winter Sports Celebration will be Wednesday, February 27 at 7 p.m. in the gym. Spring Sports will be
kicking off on March 3. Our spring offerings are Varsity Girls Soccer, MS/US Boys Lacrosse, MS/US Girls
Lacrosse, MS/US Boys and Girls Golf, MS/US Boys and Girls Track, Boys and Girls Tennis for grades 8-12.

Stuart Hall MS/US Parents’ Association

March Seminar—date to be announced soon

Dr. Lesley Novack, Professor of Psychology at Mary Baldwin College, will speak on “Peer Influence in the
Adolescent Years and why Parents Remain Key Figures in Their Children’s Lives” at the Parents” Association
Seminar in March (date TBA). Below are comments from former MBC students about their experience with
Dr. Novack. They chose her when asked to vote for women professors at the college who “rocked” their
educational experience.

“For me, it was definitely Dr. Lesley Novack in the psychology department. She was an integral part of my
personal and intellectual development.” Maggie Gainey ’96

“l am a teacher now and | have adopted some of Dr. Novack’s strategies and beliefs about teaching. She
always told us that she was not hard, she was challenging. The most important thing to her was that she was
fair to everyone. Earning a B from her was hard work, and you can imagine my pride when | earned an A! |
wanted to work hard and learn all that | could from her. The most important lesson that I learned from Dr.
Novack was always to strive to be the best person I can be.” Anne Putnam Moore 96

The Parent’s Association sponsored a Parent Coffee and a Cochran Middle School Forum in February. The
coffee was a pleasant, relaxed gathering of parents, faculty, and staff. Topics of conversation ranged from
parenting teenagers to understanding calculus. In other words, it was an opportunity to share experiences about



homework, carpools, college plans, and sports. At the Forum, Middle School Coordinator Wendy Amato,
Academic Dean Dr. Jim Lott and current and prospective parents of middle school students discussed the
middle school experience at Stuart Hall. The room was full and the comments and questions varied from
curriculum to social issues.

The annual L’Italia FunRaiser is tonight Friday, February 15. If you haven’t made your reservations, don’t
wait another second—the restaurant was full last year. 20 percent of the evening’s proceeds go to the Parents’
Association.

Why Give to the Annual Fund?

Because we value a school where children are
Held to high standards academically and socially.
Known and cared for by everyone, from the faculty and administrators to the kitchen staff.
Safe and given the support they need to become their best selves.

Tuition dollars cover only a portion of the cost of providing this kind of education. That’s why Stuart Hall
School, like all independent schools and universities, depends on Annual Fund giving to make up the
difference and ensure ongoing excellence in terms faculty, facilities and programs.

Gifts of all sizes make a huge impact. When foundations consider a grant to an independent school, the
percentage of parent giving to the Annual Fund is the critical factor. Make your tax deductible pledge to the
Annual Fund today by emailing Margaret Wood at mwood@stuart-hall.org or call 540-885-0356. Thank you
for your commitment and support!

Open House and Visit Days
Hunter McGuire Lower School Open House

Art and Science Show
Monday, February 25
Session 1: 9:30 a.m. Session 2: 5:30 p.m.

Stuart Hall MS and US Visit Days: March 3, April 7, and May 5

While prospective students may visit anytime, we do offer these Monday Visit Days as an opportunity for
prospective students to spend the day attending classes, getting to know faculty and students, and having lunch
in our Dining Hall. Current Stuart Hall students are encouraged to bring a friend on Visit Days. Students
should complete a “Bring a Friend to School” form (available at the School), have a parent sign it, and return it
by the date indicated. This advance notice helps ensure seating in classrooms and at lunch, and assures a
suitable student host for visiting students.

Hunter McGuire Lower School will be hosting Camp Invention

June 23-27, 2008, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. for rising first through rising sixth grade boys and girls.
Head of Lower School Anne Simon is Camp Director.

THREE EASY WAYS TO REGISTER:

, @5 Camp 0
1. Online Registration: www.campinvention.org "'w a-m | nve on

2. Telephone Registration: 800.968.4332 %'I: t'i’??
3. Mail/Fax Registration: o
Download and fill out a Registration Form. Fax the form to 330.849.8528 or mail the form to:
Camp Invention

565 White Pond Dr.

Akron, OH 44320

A summer program of tha Maonal Imventors Hall of Fame® Foundation



